from the editor

Not for the faint
of heart

Winter in northern Vermont is not for wimps. This
past winter, the first one in Irasburg for my
husband and me, was a record breaker: frigid,
snowy, and endless. On March 7, with the vernal
equinox in sight, 32 inches of snow fell in six hours.
Even on snowshoes, we sank to our waists on a
trip to the post office. After that, it snowed every
day, or so it seemed, all through March—five
inches on the first official day of spring—and into
April. Even the natives, stalwart weather stoics,
began to grumble. Spring would never come.

It has been an equally tough season for basic
science, including particle physics. As the budget
battles raged in Washington and one continuing
resolution followed another, national laboratory
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directors wondered if the final appropriations would
let them keep the lab doors open, the particle
accelerators running, and the staff employed. It
was hard to imagine, in these times, why any
young American with a grain of sense would ever
choose a career in particle physics.

Then, just as it seemed as if the long, bleak
budget season would never end, came a sur-
prise. Fermilab’s CDF experiment announced
a bump in the data that might—might—jolt particle
physics right out of the Standard Model and
into a whole new view of the laws of physics. If it
holds up, CDF's bump might be the herald of a
brand new force of nature.

All'at once we remembered why a person with
a grain of sense—and a passion for discovering
nature's secrets—would choose a life in particle
physics. Yes, the budget process grinds on, yes
the beloved Tevatron will soon shut down, but
that bump got us through the winter. Even if it
goes away, as bumps often do, it reminded
us of the point of it all, of the thrill of the unex-
pected and the extraordinary possibilities of
scientific discovery.

Like winter in Vermont, particle physics is
not for the faint of heart, but we recognize anew
that it's worth it. The weather forecast calls
for possible snow in
Irasburg tomorrow,
but the daffodil shoots
are up, and | don't
think they plan on
going back.
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